








































































 

THE PALMS AT BOCA BAY RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Updated 30 January 2023 

 
All homeowners in the Palms at Boca Bay are expected to review, understand, 
and abide by these Rules and Regulations. The PBB Rules and Regulations 
may not cover every potential rule or regulatory situation that may arise within 
the community.  Projects and activities requiring a Certificate of Approval 
(COA) from the Board of the Palms at Boca Bay Homeowner’s Association are 
noted.  (See Section 4.07 in the PBB Design Guidelines for information on 
proposed projects where like-for-like replacements are proposed for items that 
were part of the original construction of the townhome or that have been 
previously approved by the Board.) 
 
Questions homeowners may have regarding the Rules and Regulations should 
be directed to any member of the Architectural Review Committee (ARC). 
 
1. Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps 

Replacement of units must be with those of similar or higher 
quality. Sound levels of outdoor replacement units should be the 
same or lower than original. Replacement units should fit within 
the existing confines of the current support structure. Window air 
conditioning units are not allowed. 

 
2.  Barbecue Grills (COA Required for Permanent Barbecue Grills) 

Portable electric grills are not restricted.  Gas and charcoal grills 
may be stored under the home but should be moved to at least 10 
feet of any home when in use for fire safety. 
 
Permanent barbecue grills (charcoal grills on a permanent post) 
require a COA.  Permanent grills must be located greater than 10 
feet from any part of the townhome structure. 

 
3.  Doors and Windows  

Replacement doors and windows must be the same style, color, 
and material as the original. 

 
Door hardware must be of a brushed nickel finish and of the same 
style or similar style as the original door hardware. 

 
Front storm doors must be the same color as the entry door, full 
view, straight forward, clear, unfrosted, uncolored glass and 
without ornamentation. The frame must be the same color as the 
entry door or the immediately surrounding trim. 
 



 

Screen Doors are allowed on deck doors only. The frame must be 
the same color as the deck door and the surrounding trim. Screen 
doors must be consistent in appearance. 
 
Glazing treatments of windows should not change the outward 
appearance of windows on the front of the house. 
 

4.  Exterior Lighting 
New lighting fixtures or replacement lighting fixtures must match 
the existing lamp styles. Lighting may not be directed or shine off 
the lot on which it is installed. 
 
All light bulbs or other LED lights installed in any fixture located 
on the exterior and any building or any lot shall not exceed original 
fixture brightness and “soft white” color. Lighting must be within 
the color range of 2700-3000 K for LEDs. 
 

5.  Exterior Painting (COA Required) 
No change to the original colors is allowed for siding and trim 
colors. The original paint is Sherwin Williams Oyster Bay (color 
6206) for siding. Trim must be Sherwin Williams Super White 
(Gloss). Both siding and trim must be Sherwin Williams Duration 
line of paints. 

 
Wooden or Trek (composite) steps and decks may be natural, 
painted with neutral, “driftwood,” or other wood-colored stains. 
Bright or inappropriate colors are prohibited. 
 
Decks can be left natural, TREK/composite, stained or painted. 
 

6.  Gutters & Downspouts (COA Required) 
Replacement gutters and downspouts must match the white color 
and design of the originals. Additions, modifications, or extensions 
are prohibited unless specifically approved by the Board. When 
replacing gutters and downspouts, it will be important to include 
in the COA application how the installation will prevent drainage 
from impacting neighboring properties.  
 

7.  Hurricane Shutters and Preparation (COA Required) 
Hurricane shutters may be installed. Exterior permanent shutters 
on the windows of the house may be white Bahamas style, white 
roll up/down hurricane shutters, white louvered shutters, or clear 
Lexan. 

 
Temporary shutters, boards, or barriers applied to windows for 
protection against a storm or hurricane are allowed. Temporary 



 

shutters, boards, or barriers applied to windows for protection 
against a storm or hurricane must be removed within 30 days after 
a storm passes. Homeowners (Units 200A and 200B) with original 
developer provided hurricane shutters can keep shutters affixed 
throughout the hurricane season. 

 
Hurricane and Tropical Storm Preparedness – All items not 
permanently attached to the buildings must be secured inside 
the building 24 hours before any potential hurricane or 
tropical storm is projected to begin impacting the area. (This 
includes chairs, tables, plants, etc. Kayaks, canoes and any 
other recreational items must be anchored or securely tied 
down).  All propane tanks must be turned off and secured.  When 
evacuating the home, water shall be turned off at the shut-off valve 
located in the storage unit beneath each townhome. 
 

8.  Landscaping & Gardens (COA Required) 
Changes may be made to the landscape plans initially made by the 
builder if approved by the Board. Additional plantings or changes 
in landscaping may be allowed in the front yard between the 
foundation and front sidewalk. These may include plantings 
around the mailbox or in existing beds. Owners are allowed to trim 
tree limbs if they are in contact with the home or windows, are 
encroaching onto decks or under the carport, and/or for painting 
of the home. 

 
Well-maintained plants in planters and pots are allowed. Side and 
back yard plantings consistent with the indigenous vegetation of 
the coastal environs are not subject to approval. Small flowering 
annual and/or perennial plantings are also allowed. The 
landscaper will not maintain these plantings. 
 
Retaining walls, as deemed appropriate by the Board, are allowed. 
 
Repair or improvement of driveways must be like-for-like or 
otherwise be approved by the Board.  (See Section 4.07 in the PBB 
Design Guidelines.) 
 
The following are not allowed (except in cases where it was a part 
of the original construction or otherwise has been approved by the 
Board):  
-Rocks, bricks or landscaping blocks to outline driveways, 
walkways, landscaping beds, or property lines. 
-Crushed stone or gravel to outline mulch landscape beds. 

  -Compost piles. 
-Fencing of any type. 



 

 
9.  Mailboxes and House Numbers 

The replacement and maintenance of mailboxes and house 
numbers are the responsibility of homeowners as noted in the PBB 
By-Laws. Mailbox and/or house number replacement must be the 
same as the original mailbox and house number. The mailbox post 
must be maintained in its original color and style.  House numbers 
shall be black and a minimum of 6 inches in height to meet local 
requirements. 
 

10.  Window coverings 
All drapes, curtains or other similar materials hung in windows or 
in any manner that is visible from the street shall be of a white or 
neutral background or material. 
 

11.  Watercraft 
PBB owners of motorized watercraft that are utilized in proximity 
to the neighborhood must abide by the rules and regulations 
established by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission. 
Watercraft must be operated in a manner that does not present a 
hazard to other homeowners. Watercraft noise cannot 
inconvenience other homeowners. All motorized watercraft and 
watercraft trailers may only be parked or stored under the 
footprint of the townhome. Non-motorized watercraft such as 
paddleboards, kayaks, and canoes must either be kept or stored 
under the footprint of the townhome or on a pier or dock. 
 

12.  Clotheslines 
Clotheslines or other exterior drying apparatus are not allowed. 
Towels and bathing suits may be hung temporarily from back 
decks only. 
 

13.  Appliances and Furniture 
Appliances and furniture meant for indoor use may not be placed 
on any deck. 
 

14.  Pets 
- Pets are not allowed to run free and must be properly leashed 
and/or personally escorted anytime they are not within the home. 

  - No pet enclosures or dog runs are allowed. 
- Dogs may NOT be tied outside without supervision. 
- No animals other than household pets shall be kept or 
maintained on any lot or in any dwelling. Wild animals, poultry, or 
livestock of any kind or animals raised for commercial purposes 
are strictly prohibited. 



 

- OWNERS MUST CLEAN UP AFTER THEIR PETS AT THE TIME 
OF THE EVENT.  
-If any pet shall be determined by the HOA Board to be a nuisance, 
the Board shall have full authority to have such pet permanently 
expelled from the properties. 
 

15.  Flags and Flagpoles 
Flags exceeding 6' x 4' are not allowed. Flags must be ornamental, 
seasonal, military, national, or state/governmental. Periodically 
flying a flag for favorite sports teams is allowed. No banners are 
permitted with the exception for national holiday banners. 
Freestanding flagpoles are not allowed. 
 

 
16.  Vehicles 

No inoperable vehicles or vehicle without current registration and 
insurance will be permitted on the premises. The Board shall have 
the right to have all such vehicles towed away at the owner's 
expense. 
 
Parking is not allowed on sidewalks, lawns, or under a neighbor's 
home without prior permission. Impeding access to driveways and 
mailboxes is not allowed. Owners must notify the HOA if temporary 
parking is needed for construction vehicles. No overnight 
construction vehicle parking is allowed. 
 
No campers, motor or mobile homes, or similar type vehicle shall 
be permitted to remain on any property or in parking spaces. If 
temporary parking (visitor, new purchase etc.) is required, the 
owner should contact a member of the Board by email providing 
details and requesting approval. 
 

17.  Noxious or Offensive Activity 
No noxious or offensive activity shall be conducted upon any lot, 
nor shall anything be done thereon, which may be or may become 
an annoyance or nuisance to the neighborhood. 
 

18.  Recreation/Play Equipment 
No permanent recreation or play equipment is allowed. All 
recreation or play equipment must be stored daily. 

 
19.  Satellite Dishes (COA Required) 

Satellite dishes are not allowed in front of buildings unless the 
provider submits a letter stating that this is the only location for 
acceptable quality of signal. Satellite dishes that are larger than 
one meter in diameter are prohibited. 



 

 
20.  Storage Sheds (COA Required) 

Storage sheds are not allowed. However, the space under the steps 
and the area attached to the carport shower may be allowed for 
storage when consistent in design with prior approved storage 
projects but must be approved by the Board.  
  

21.  Tents, Canopies, Awnings 
No tents, canopies, or awnings are allowed. 

 
 
22.  Garbage and Recycling Receptacles and Storage  

All garbage and recycling waste stored outside of the home must be 
properly kept in containers approved and provided by the Town of 
Surf City and kept under the footprint of the townhome when not 
beside the street for pick-up. A maximum of two garbage cans and 
one recycle can are allowed per townhome. 
 

23.  Fireworks  
Fireworks are not permitted within the confines of the Palms at 
Boca Bay. 

 
24. Security Cameras 
  Security cameras are allowed inside and outside of any townhome. 
 
25. Roofing (COA Required) 

The roofing color shall be Elk, Weatherwood, or similar color.  
Metal roofing may be allowed, provided that both homeowners of 
the combined housing unit submit a COA application and install 
the roofs simultaneously. The color of the metal roofing must be 
compatible to the Elk, Weatherwood, or similar color that is 
required for shingle roofs. 
 

26. Attic Fans (COA Required) 
A Certificate of Approval is required for attic fans where any 
portion of the fan is visible or extends through the exterior wall or 
roof. Attic fans or other mechanical devices necessitating 
penetration of the roof must be as small as functionally possible 
and must match the roof, siding, or trim color. They must be 
located on the backside of the roof and not extend above the 
ridgeline. 

 
27. Naming of Homes 

Homeowners are allowed to aesthetically decorate the upper 
landing of the front entrance steps by placing a “home name” or 
other decorative plaque on the wall facing the street.  Home names 



 

or decorative plaques may not be greater in size than 3 feet by 3 
feet. 
 

28.  Hazardous Activities 
Nothing shall be done or kept in any Townhome or in the Common 
Elements which will negatively impact the public health, safety, or 
welfare of the Palms at Boca Bay Community. 
 
 

 
Other Projects Requiring a Certificate of Approval 
In addition to the items noted above, there are other activities or projects that 
may be proposed within the Palms at Boca Bay that may require special 
attention due to their possible complexity and potential impact to neighboring 
properties. Examples of such projects include: 
 

- Excavations, Changes of Grade and Drainage 
- Piers and Docks 
- Modification of Decks 

 
Additional information regarding these types of projects or activities is located 
in Section 6 of the PBB Design Guidelines. 
 
Questions by homeowners regarding these or other proposed activities should 
be directed to a member of the PBB Architectural Review Committee. 





























































 

THE PALMS AT BOCA BAY DESIGN GUIDELINES 
Revised 30 January 2023 

 
It is the responsibility of every homeowner to review, understand, and 
abide by the Palms at Boca Bay Design Guidelines.  
 
ARTICLE 1  Design Guidelines  
 
Section 1.01 Introduction 
 
The Palms at Boca Bay (PBB) benefits from a location of natural beauty and 
appealing architecture. Owners were attracted by the uniform townhome 
design characteristics, neighborhood design, landscape features, exterior 
colors, window, door, and lighting details and other features that distinguish 
the community. The positive features of the Palms at Boca Bay are 
preferentially preserved in these Design Guidelines. 
 
Section 1.02 Objectives  
The PBB Design Guidelines will provide the following: 
 
(a) Serve as a guide for the Board of the PBB Homeowners Association (“the 
Board”), the Architectural Review Committee (ARC), and homeowners seeking 
to make exterior improvements or modifications to their property.  
 
(b) Define improvements or modifications which will require a Certificate of 
Approval Application.  
 
(c) Define the application process, to include forms and timelines for 
homeowners seeking approval for proposed projects to improve or modify their 
property. 
 
Section 1.03 Authority  
 
(a) The authority for maintaining the quality of design at The Palms at Boca 
Bay is found in Article XII of the Second Amended and Restated Declaration of 
Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions of the Palms at Boca Bay HOA, Inc.  
(recorded April 20, 2020).  
 
(b) The Design Guidelines for the Palms at Boca Bay Homeowners’ Association 
applies to all existing and future owners. 
 
(c) The Palms at Boca Bay is a planned development. Surf City and Pender 
County require the PBB Homeowners Association to administer and enforce the 
provisions that govern our community.  
 



 

Section 1.04 Modifications  
 
These Guidelines may not anticipate every improvement or modification 
situation.  These Guidelines may be modified by a majority vote of the Members 
of the HOA to allow evolution of the document. 
 
Section 1.05 Homes in Disrepair 
 
Nothing in the Design Guidelines will preclude the Board from requiring 
corrective action for any homeowner who allows their home to fall into a state 
of disrepair or to allow their home to be in such condition that it detracts from 
the appeal of the community or that has the potential to negatively impact 
property values within the neighborhood. 
 
Section 1.06 Appeals  
 
Decisions made by the Board may be appealed to the full membership of the 
PBB Homeowners Association.  Reversal of Board decisions will require a 
supermajority vote (two-thirds) of the HOA membership.  
 
 

ARTICLE 2  General Considerations  
 
Section 2.01 Design Compatibility  
 
Projects must replicate original architectural elements or complement them.  
 
Section 2.02 Location and Impact 
  
Projects must relate favorably to the landscape, the existing structure, the 
neighborhood, and surrounding neighborhood boundaries. Concerns include 
access, view, sunlight, ventilation, drainage, privacy of adjoining properties, 
and overall community impact.  
 
Section 2.03 Scale  
 
The size (height, length, and width) of the project must relate well (i.e., does not 
overwhelm or otherwise appear grossly out of proportion) to adjacent 
structures and its surroundings.  
 
Section 2.04 Workmanship  
 
Work quality must be consistent with the high-quality construction of the 
community. It must not, in the judgment of the Board, be visually 
objectionable, unsafe, or create re-sale problems for owners and neighbors. 



 

ARTICLE 3  Architectural Review Committee (ARC) 
 
Section 3.01 Purpose 
 
The purpose of the ARC will be to serve the Board in a review capacity only for 
proposed projects submitted by PBB homeowners that will potentially modify or 
alter the appearance or functionality of the exterior of any townhome or land 
around any townhome. 
 
Section 3.02 Authority  
 
The ARC will have the authority to recommend approval or disapproval of 
proposed projects to the Board.  The ARC may also request that proposed 
projects be modified and resubmitted or to request additional information 
regarding any project before a recommendation can be made to the Board. 
 
Section 3.03 Membership  
 
The ARC will consist of three HOA members appointed by the Board. No two 
ARC members can reside at the same Boca Bay address. A Board Member 
cannot serve concurrently on the ARC.  If an ARC member resigns, the Board 
will appoint a replacement. 
 
 

ARTICLE 4  Certificate of Approval (COA) Process  
 
Section 4.01 Projects Requiring Application  
 
Projects and activities that require a COA Application are listed in the PBB 
Rules and Regulations (updated 30 January 2023).  Projects that require a 
COA Application and may also require special considerations are noted in 
ARTICLE VI of this document. 
 
Section 4.02 Application Content  
 
(a) Applications must include a description of the project to include materials, 
representative drawings, style, color, etc., as appropriate for each proposal.  
 
(b) Drawings appropriate to the complexity of the proposed project are required.  
The ARC or the Board may require additional or modified drawings if deemed 
necessary for a decision to be made. 
 
(c) Location of easements (especially access and utility easements) must be 
designated in scaled site drawings. 
 



 

Section 4.03 Federal/State/Local Permits  
 
(a) COA Applications should precede applications to pertinent local, state, and 
federal permitting authorities.  
 
(b) A Certificate of Approval is required for all projects listed in the PBB Rules 
and Regulations and in Article VI of these Design Guidelines. The COA is 
independent from local/state/federal permitting authorities. Owners are 
advised that permits from outside authorities do not confer project approval by 
the Board.  
 
(c) The owner will submit copies of all required local/state/federal permits to 
the Secretary of the Board, who will confirm receipt of these documents prior to 
commencement of construction. Failure to do so will trigger the hearing and 
fee/fine process outlined in Article V.  
 
Section 4.04 Certificate of Approval Owner Responsibility  
 
Submission of properly completed applications and direct communication with 
the ARC ensuring receipt of a complete application is the responsibility of the 
homeowner/applicant. 
 
Homeowners who submit a COA Application where the proposed project may 
create an objectionable or negative impact on a neighboring property should 
provide courtesy notification of the project with adjacent neighbors before 
submitting the application to the ARC. Examples of such proposals would be 
any potential project that may impede a neighbor’s view or block prevailing 
breezes from a neighboring property. 
 
When a new COA Application is submitted, it is the applicant’s responsibility to 
conform to all relevant local, state, and federal regulations.  
 
Permits from the Town of Surf City, the North Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality, Division of Coastal Management (CAMA permits), 
and/or other local or state agencies do not eliminate the requirement to submit 
a written application to the ARC and do not override the ability of the Board to 
deny or require alterations to any project. 
 
Section 4.05 Certificate of Approval Application Review Process 
 
ARC Review 
There must be complete transparency between the ARC, the Board, and the 
homeowner(s) who submitted the COA Application throughout the review, 
approval/denial, and project construction process. 
 
 



 

COA Applications must be sent to the Chair of the ARC. Incomplete, unsigned, 
or inadequate applications will be returned to the applicant for revision. 
Applicants should read the application carefully to ensure that all required 
documentation is included or attached before submitting the application.   
 
When a complete and proper COA application is received by the ARC Chair, the 
ARC Chair will document the date of receipt on the application and forward the 
application to the full ARC.  The ARC will have 15 days to submit a 
recommendation to the Board to either approve or deny the project.  However, 
if the ARC determines that additional information is needed from the applicant 
or that modifications to the project are necessary before a recommendation can 
be rendered, the ARC Chair will advise the applicant of what is needed to allow 
for completion of the review process.  A new 15-day review process will begin 
again when the revised COA Application with the appropriate 
information/modification is returned to the ARC Chair. 
 
Upon completion of the ARC review, the ARC Chair will submit the COA 
Application to the Secretary of the Board along with a recommendation to 
either approve or deny the project. If a recommendation has not been rendered 
by the ARC at the end of the 15-day review period, the Board will assume that 
the ARC recommendation is for project approval. 
 
HOA Board Review 
The Secretary of the Board will document the date of receipt of the ARC 
recommendation on the COA Application and forward the application to all 
members of the Board.  Upon receipt of the application and ARC 
recommendation, the Board will have 15 days to render a final decision unless 
the Board determines that additional information or modifications to the 
proposed project are needed.  If additional information or project modification 
are required by the Board, a second ARC review will not be required.  The 
Board will have 15 days to render a final decision upon receipt of the revised 
project proposal.  If a decision is not made by the Board within the 15-day 
timeline, the project will be considered approved and the homeowner may 
commence with the project. All PBB homeowners must consider these 
timelines when planning a project or activity that requires a Certificate of 
Approval. 
 
For projects denied by the Board, see Section 1.06 regarding appeals. 
 
All work proposed in the Certificate of Approval Application must be completed 
within 180 days of notification to the applicant that the Board has approved 
the project.  
 
Owners must contact “Miss Utility” at 1-800-257-7777 at least 48 hours before 
beginning any exterior construction project and allow the required time for the 
marking of any underground cables and/or pipes. 



 

 
Section 4.06 Replicated Projects 
 
When replicating projects that have previously been approved by the Board for 
other homes in the neighborhood, the applicant should note in the COA 
Application that the project will be the same in size, scope, and nature, as 
previously approved projects. It is recommended that the applicant cite the 
address(es) where the project has previously been approved in the Palms at 
Boca Bay. Submitting a copy of relevant portions of the project diagram from 
previously approved projects within the neighborhood is acceptable. Any 
proposed or potential variation from previously approved projects must be 
noted in the application and on the drawings/diagram. IMPORTANT: 
Replicating projects that have previously been approved by the PBB Board 
do not preclude the owner from submitting a COA Application for the 
proposed project. Also, each project is evaluated on its particular merits, 
circumstances, and potential impact on neighbors and the HOA. Prior 
approval of any specific project does not guarantee approval for replicated 
subsequent projects elsewhere in the Palms at Boca Bay. 
 
Section 4.07 Like-For-Like Projects 
Projects proposed by PBB homeowners that are entirely comprised of replacing 
items that were installed as part of the original construction of the home or 
that have been previously approved by the Board, do not require a COA 
Application if the proposed project only replaces the original item(s) with the 
exact same style, size, material, and color item(s). If the same item is no longer 
available, the homeowner must propose an alternative item that is as close as 
possible to the same style, size, material and color of the previous item and 
must submit a COA application to the ARC. Including photos of the new item 
with the COA application is recommended. An example of a like-for-like 
replacement is replacing damaged driveway pavers with the same style of 
pavers as those originally installed, or if applicable, pavers that were previously 
approved for the townhome by the Board. Questions regarding like-for-like 
projects should be directed to any member of the ARC. 
 
 
ARTICLE 5  Fees/Fines  
 
Section 5.01 Failure to Obtain Certificate of Approval Prior to Project  
 
Any homeowner who commences with a project not approved by the Board will 
be subject to an HOA Board hearing and fine of up to $100 per day from the 
date the homeowner began the project. Remediation costs for unapproved work 
will be at the owner’s expense and will NOT be subtracted from the fees that 
accrue for the violation. The fines are additional expenses.  
 



 

 
Section 5.02 Construction Not In Compliance With Items Approved by the 
Board  
 
(a) All projects are subject to inspection by ARC and Board members during 
and after completion. Non-compliant construction will prompt a Board hearing 
if the non-compliance issues are not promptly rectified. 
 
(b) Remediation at owner’s expense must occur within 30 days of written 
notification by the Board.  
 
(c) After 30 days, fines of up to $100 per day will apply if non-compliance 
issues are not properly abated.  
 
(d) After 90 days, remediation may be undertaken by the Board. Remediation 
costs will be re-paid by the owner within 30 days of remediation completion. 
Important: If Board remediation is required, the owner will pay previously 
unpaid fines as well as the cost of remediation. If not paid within 30 days, the 
Board may take legal action against the owner.  
 
Section 5.03 Construction Without Appropriate Local/State/Federal 
Permits  
 
For all projects approved by the Board that also require permits from 
regulatory agencies, homeowners must submit copies of the relevant permits to 
the Secretary of the Board prior to beginning construction. Failure to do so will 
trigger the fine/fees process outlined in Section 5.01.  
 
 
ARTICLE 6  Projects Requiring a Certificate of Approval  
 
All items requiring a Certificate of Approval are listed in the PBB Rules and 
Regulations. In addition to those items, the proposed activities or projects 
noted below also require a Certificate of Approval and necessitate special 
attention due to their possible complexity and potential impact to neighboring 
properties. Questions by homeowners regarding these proposed activities 
should be directed to a member of the PBB Architectural Review Committee. 
 
Section 6.01 Excavations, Changes of Grade and Drainage 
 
(a) No proposal will be approved that may result in negative changes to 
drainage patterns or that will unduly affect neighboring properties, wetlands, 
or marsh either during or after construction, with the exception of a retaining 
wall for erosion control.  This wall must be 30 feet from the normal high tide 
marsh line and meet specifications approved by the Board.  



 

(b) Major excavations and changes of grade that may result in changes to the 
drainage pattern require a permit from the Town of Surf City. 
(c) All activities that may potentially result in alteration of drainage within the 
community must meet the provisions of the Palms at Boca Bay Stormwater 
Management Permit. (See Palms at Boca Bay State Stormwater Management 
Permit No. SW8 050127 in the PBB Governing Documents Welcome Packet.) 
 
Section 6.02 Pier/Docks 
 
(a) An application for a permit from the North Carolina Department of 

Environmental Quality, Division of Coastal Management (DCM) and the 
Town of Surf City along with a Certificate of Approval from the PBB 
Board are required to build a pier/dock. A copy of the permits from DCM 
and the Town of Surf City are required to be submitted to the Secretary 
of the Board prior to commencing construction of the pier or dock. 

(b) In addition to compliance with town and state regulations, the following 
are required by the Board: 

Color:  may be natural, painted with neutral, “driftwood,” or other        
wood colored stain color. Bright or inappropriate colors are 
prohibited. 
Materials:  Must be made of treated wood or Trex (composite). 
Stainless steel nails are required. 

     Covering:  Roofs and other shelter coverings are not permitted. 
     Seating: Attached benches are permitted on the observation deck. 

 
Section 6.03 Modification of Decks  
 
No additions or modification of decks may be made unless at least one of the 
following exceptions are met: 

(a) Screening of back decks may be permitted if approved by the Board. 
Screening of front decks is prohibited. 

(b) Minimal extensions of back decks may only be permitted in conjunction 
with the installation of a stairway to the ground that will provide an 
additional method of egress from the home. 

 


