
Nestled in the heart of New Bern, North Carolina, the Thomas J Turner residence at 405 
Hancock Street boasts 3 spacious bedrooms and 3 1/2 Baths with 2863 square feet standing 
as a beacon of architectural elegance and historical significance. Built between 1893 and 
1895, this distinguished home, proudly listed within the New Bern National Register of Historic
Places as a contributing structure, was once the cherished residence of Thomas J. Turner 
and was built for their daughter, by her parents, Thomas J. Turner and his wife, Mary Louise 
Turner, living next door, at 407 Hancock St. Thomas was the prominent proprietor of Turner’s 
Furniture at 93 Middle Street. Meticulously remodeled between 2005 and 2024 and freshly 
painted in the fall of 2023, this property seamlessly blends its rich 19th-century heritage with 
state-of-the-art modern upgrades, offering an unparalleled living experience. With its prime 
location, extensive renovations, and deep ties to New Bern’s storied past, 405 Hancock Street
is a rare gem for history enthusiasts, luxury home-buyers, or savvy investors seeking a 
unique piece of American history.

A Legacy of History and Prestige
Constructed during the twilight of the Victorian era, 405 Hancock Street embodies the 
architectural sophistication and cultural richness of late 19th-century New Bern. Its inclusion 
within the New Bern National Register of Historic Places as a contributing property 
underscores its importance as a well-preserved example of period architecture and its 
connection to the Turner family’s legacy.  Their home, built with care and craftsmanship, 
reflects the prominence and taste of its original owners, with period details that have been 
lovingly maintained and enhanced through modern restoration efforts.
New Bern itself is a city steeped in history, known as North Carolina’s second-oldest colonial 
town and former state capital. Founded in 1710 by Swiss and German settlers, it boasts a rich
tapestry of colonial, Revolutionary, and Civil War-era landmarks, including Tryon Palace, the 
New Bern Academy, and St. John’s Masonic Lodge. The home at 405 Hancock Street sits at 
the heart of this historic district, surrounded by museums, centuries-old churches, and the 
scenic waterfronts of the Trent and Neuse Rivers. Its location offers residents a front-row seat
to New Bern’s vibrant cultural scene, with easy access to downtown shops, restaurants, and 
community events, all while being just a short drive from the Crystal Coast’s pristine beaches.

A Trans-formative Renovation: 2005–2024
Between 2005 and 2024, 405 Hancock Street underwent an extensive, thoughtful renovation 
that transformed it into a modern masterpiece while preserving its historical integrity. Every 
aspect of the remodel was designed to honor the home’s 1893–1895 origins while introducing
contemporary amenities that cater to today’s discerning homeowners. In the fall of 2023, the 
entire home was freshly painted, giving it a crisp, vibrant exterior and interior that enhances 
its curb appeal and showcases its architectural details. The result is a move-in-ready 
residence that offers the best of both worlds: the charm of a historic home and the 
convenience of modern systems and finishes. Below is a detailed overview of the trans-
formative upgrades that set this property apart:

Interior Enhancements

Brand-New Gourmet Kitchen: The heart of the home is its stunning, fully renovated kitchen, a 
chef’s dream equipped with top-of-the-line appliances, including a high-end gas stove 
powered by a newly installed gas line. A stylish farmhouse sink serves as a focal point, 
blending rustic charm with modern functionality. Custom cabinetry, butch-block counter-tops, 



and ample storage make this space ideal for both everyday meals and lavish entertaining. 
Designed by Holmes4Homes, Inc of New Bern.

New Bathrooms and Laundry Area: The home features a newly added half bath, perfect for 
guests, and a luxurious new master bath designed as a spa-like retreat with high-end 
plumbing fixtures and elegant finishes. A dedicated new laundry area, outfitted with modern 
appliances and convenient storage, adds practicality to the home’s layout. Designed by 
Holmes4Homes, Inc of New Bern.

Master Suite Upgrades: The expansive master bedroom has been enhanced with a new 
dressing room, offering a private, organized space for wardrobe and personal care. The 
accompanying master bath is a sanctuary of relaxation, featuring premium materials and 
fixtures that elevate the daily routine. Designed by Holmes4Homes, Inc of New Bern.

Flooring Excellence: The home’s original hardwood floors, a hallmark of its 19th-century 
craftsmanship, have been newly refinished to restore their warm, lustrous glow. 
Complementing these are new Pergo commercial-grade floors installed throughout the back 
of the home and the second-floor primary bath, providing durability and a contemporary 
aesthetic that harmonizes with the historic elements.

Architectural Details: Newly installed wainscoting adorns the walls, enhancing the home’s 
classic charm and adding a layer of sophistication to its interior spaces. New light fixtures, 
carefully selected to complement the home’s aesthetic, cast a warm, inviting glow throughout.

Infrastructure Modernization: The home has been brought up to 21st-century standards with 
entirely new plumbing and electrical systems, ensuring safety, efficiency, and peace of mind. 
An encapsulated basement, complete with a dehumidifier, protects the home’s foundation and
maintains optimal air quality, a critical feature for preserving a historic property.
Exterior and Additional Features

Newly Remodeled Screened Porch: A spacious, newly remodeled screened porch at the back
of the home creates a serene oasis for relaxation or entertaining. The porch features new 
porch rails and a new porch floor, crafted with durable materials that enhance both aesthetics 
and functionality. Surrounded by the lush greenery of New Bern’s historic district, this outdoor 
space is perfect for morning coffee, evening gatherings, or simply enjoying the tranquil 
ambiance.

Freshly Painted in 2023: In the fall of 2023, the entire home was freshly painted, inside and 
out, with a carefully chosen color palette that highlights its architectural details and gives it a 
polished, modern look while preserving its historic character.

Countless Modern Touches: From new plumbing fixtures to thoughtful design elements, the 
home is filled with upgrades that enhance its functionality and beauty. Every detail, from door 
hardware to trim work, reflects a commitment to quality and craftsmanship.
These renovations ensure that 405 Hancock Street is not only a historic treasure but also a 
comfortable, efficient, and luxurious home ready for its next chapter. The updates, including 
the fresh paint and enhanced porch, strike a perfect balance for Historic Downtown New Bern
living.
A Prime Location in the Heart of New Bern



The location of 405 Hancock Street is one of its most compelling attributes. Situated in New 
Bern’s historic district, the home is just steps from downtown, where charming streets are 
lined with boutique shops, award-winning restaurants, and cultural attractions. The nearby 
waterfronts of the Trent and Neuse Rivers offer breathtaking views and opportunities for 
boating, kayaking, or leisurely strolls along the river-walk. Key landmarks, such as Tryon 
Palace (the former colonial governor’s mansion), the birthplace of Pepsi-Cola, and the New 
Bern Academy Museum, are all within walking distance, immersing residents in the city’s rich 
heritage.
New Bern is a city that celebrates its past while embracing the present. Annual events like the
New Bern MumFest, the Christmas Flotilla, monthly Art Walk and the farmers’ market draw 
visitors and locals alike, fostering a strong sense of community. The city’s vibrant arts scene, 
with galleries, theaters, and live music venues, adds to its cultural appeal. For those seeking 
outdoor adventures, New Bern’s proximity to the Croatan National Forest and the beaches of 
the Crystal Coast provides endless opportunities for exploration. With easy access to major 
highways and nearby cities like Raleigh and Wilmington, 405 Hancock Street offers the 
perfect blend of small-town charm and connectivity.
Why 405 Hancock Street?
This home is more than a residence—it’s a legacy. Its historical significance, tied to the Turner
family and their contributions to New Bern’s commercial landscape, makes it a standout 
property. The extensive renovations, completed over nearly two decades and capped with a 
New Chef's Kitchen in 2024 and fresh coat of paint in 2023, ensure that the home is move-in 
ready, with modern systems and finishes that eliminate the need for immediate repairs or 
upgrades. The property is ideal for a variety of buyers:
History Enthusiasts: Those passionate about preserving and living in a piece of American 
history will appreciate the home’s National Register status, its connection to the Turner family,
and its well-preserved period details.

Luxury Homebuyers: The high-end upgrades, from the gourmet kitchen to the spa-like master
bath and newly enhanced screened porch, cater to those seeking a sophisticated, turnkey 
lifestyle in a historic setting.

Investors: New Bern’s growing popularity as a historic and tourist-friendly destination makes 
this home a compelling investment, whether as a primary residence, vacation home, or 
potential rental property. The city’s appeal to retirees, history buffs, and coastal visitors 
enhances its marketability.
A Once-in-a-Lifetime Opportunity
405 Hancock Street is a rare find—a historic home that combines the elegance of the past 
with the comforts of the present, all in one of North Carolina’s most cherished cities. Its 
connection to Thomas and Mary Louise Turner, its contribution to the New Bern National 
Historic Places status,its comprehensive modernization, including the fresh paint and 
upgraded porch, make it a property of unmatched character and value. Whether you’re drawn
to its historical significance, its luxurious upgrades, or its prime location, this home offers 
endless possibilities for creating your own legacy. Home staged and designed by 
Holmes4Homes, Inc of New Bern incorporating the Owners possessions with New and Old 
items. 


